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Behind the scenes on opening night of
Geoifrey Zakarian’s New York restaurant.

ITH ONE HOUR TO GO BEFORE
the inaug
his new restaurant, The La
Club, chef Geaffrey Zal
stands center stage in
maculate kitchen. Silver of hair, decply
ranned and wearing a bright white chef’s
¢, Zakarian looks every bit the le
an. As well he should. Unal the
seventies (nearly 40 years before a $95 mil
lion rener ned it into the just-
opened C
Sranford White—desi

oldest theatr ¥
Club, It likely that
Doy Fairbanks,
stood where Zakarian stands now.
This is a homecoming of ¢
chef. In 1987 he brought the first 1
mately contemporary restaugant to the
Theater District with
menu at 44, his place just one block
at the Royalton Hotel. He movec
Patrcon and then opened Towr
by Country, leaving a il of
hirm. But when Town shuttered ir
and Country closed in Februar,
ian was left a leading man with
But tonight he's back in the spe
citement ripples down the i
chef Joel Dennis, late of Alain Ducasse’s
Adour, to executive sous-chefl Kenny

and vad ue i cormma
vadowvan sauce?” (She opis.for the lat-
ter)) Her hust neanwhile, considers
1 quarter-inch-thick Delmonico  steak
sizzling on the grill, directing the saucier:
“Grill. Rest. Salt. Plancha, Sear.” Recipe as
poem, a sart of haiku for the perfect steak.
The Zakarians lock imo the din-
s, Thierry Despont designed the
seat restaurant—as well as an upstairs
and the hotel iself~as an impec-
Jeco set: crimson banquetees
with fender-like sides; black wood-paneled
ablecloths, lily white and linen; a
18th-century  French fireplace, install
here in 1905 by Sanford White hims
Mo the room is peaceful and, the Zaka
ians he y for the last time.
Ar € the first ticket comes in.
“Ordering!

Creuset appe Joel scoots by-
“Hot knife!"— a generous shice,
He sprinkles it with fleur de sel, ik
next to a small mount ffige and a

of corn salad and then d s red

cognac sauce, "Very nice, guvs,” Zakarian

says, runming a napkin around the rir
The octopus arri xt, a charred, deep-
le tendril with mmips and potatoes.

0, go, go! waiter
ppears through the swing-

Cuomao, formerly of Per Se.

At 6 pa1, Zakarian is THE gz doers, the tray propped on
ing the clock and supervis DETAILS his shoulder. Upon returning

ing last-minute menu tweaks, Open flr brevkite, he reports, “We're
His wife and business part- A 1

ner, Margarer, copyedies the

rill food,”
) C

wing  the

rinutes fror

vs himself 2 moment of
r, And th b
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Departures - November 2010

wam Zakarian
ifrom leftl: Wife Margaret
wears @ Barbara Tlank
dress (52,04 ith
Kwiat Vintage arrings
(S19900) Anouska wears

High Jewelry earrings (price
wpor reguestl, Verdura Five
Stane cuff (328,000, Patek
Phitippe walch (S254000
and Jimmy Chee Zafica
shaes (S1995). Haren wears

ith Domoa Naran
Bird of Paradise shows
($1.790) and Hermds wafch
(B840, Chef and owner
Geafirey Zakanian with res
taurant architect Thierry
Respont af the talie's end.




